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Au expedition that, in point of military strength. throw
completely into the shade that which, under Com. I>upont
ami Gen. Sherman, hats given us po;s ssion of 1'ort Royal
and the control of the Southern coast, Is preparlng.it Ik

said, to make its ray down the Mississippi fr"in St

Louis and Cairo. The navnl pc Mon of tt will cotiei-t «f

eleven gunb ale, mounting over a hundred hoary gunt,
thirty -etrht floating !>atfe: tos, each carrying .1 *lx«: f»ur

pound cotumbiad, and twtDtyeijht ri er <<!c ni >nt-.

Immer.ee .mtuhore of heavy guns and ordnanc stores, for

the use of the expedition, have been for soino t>iiv past
accumulating at Cairo, auJ tho greatest energy U maul-

fested by the officers entrusted with the preparations iii

carryiig thc:n forward in the quicke: t and tnort effective
manner.
The naval part of the expedition is to be under the com¬

mand of Commodore Fc.ote, and that officer Is now super-
Intending the construction and armament of th-g'.oboati.
It Is belli ved that tho military portion or it will t>o con¬

fined to the charge of Major General Halleck, who is now

at tho tiond of tho Western Department. He is organizing
a powerful armf at St. fx>uis, which will bo Joined by
the columns under CJenerai Grant at Cairo, and that of
General Smith at Padiuah. The aggregate number of

the anny that will move down tho Mississippi (by land
and water) is elated at from eighty to odo hundred thou¬
sand men.
The maps of the Mississ ppi river and its forUflcationfi,

which we publish in connection with this article, will fa¬
cilitate a proper understanding of the difficulties wli'ch
the cxpoitition will bo called uron to surmount, and of the
objects to bo accomplished by It.

COJ.UMBUf, JIT.
Tho Dnl and perhaps g> cutest feat that it will have lo

perform iv 111 b the ?i!o r ing of tht r<sl>c-l foris at Colnm-
bua, unci tin) 't< iMt mi u p j'cion of U> large rebciarmy

! th'-ro coiicrii'.fBt !- That l.« llio nv>.st north rly point
on the >1 isslf y ippl hold by the rebel?, anil tbejr
have taken great pain* In strengthening it to the utmost
of their abilities. In this tliey have Man favored by
tim fact of t lioir hsvlng control of tli~ !. wer Mississippi

l from this point to New Oile>n«, and by the pom* ion
j of gi .¦jit lines of rallioad communication connecting Cairo

aud New Orleans. Those ale the New Orleans and Jack,
¦on and the Mi.-sissippl t'entrxl railways, forming an u!-
most direct line running parallel with tlie Mississippi
rivsr on if;; < a.-.tet n bank, at an avirago dlstanoe of some

fid./ or sixty miles fr.>m it? devious course. The distant o

by this route from Now Orl<-anu to Columbus i- 020 miles,
while by water it Is nbout l ,000. At a vory oarly poriod in
the rebellion tho occupation and fortification of Columbus
wre determined upon; but tho neutral attit'ide wliich

j Kentucky acnatmed, and the deslro Of tho robot leadrg to
avoid giving offence to that State, on which they relied

! for stores and provisions, operated for some time as
check-: to carrying out that design.

I At length, however, seeing that those supplies woro in
l danger of being cut oil by tb» watchfulness and loyalty of

Colli tor I ottoa, and that u strict blockade was nbout to

j be enforced In Kentucky, they cast aside their scruples
ani toi k military occupation of Co.ombus, otl rin^, n.- an

j excuse. that they appri bended a disregard of Kentucky's
I declared nov.t' altty by tho fed ;r.ii government aud weie

therefore jnstl'if in antlcipaMnir it.
Tlic rebels immediately sot About fortlfjring Ctolumb u,

ami have gradually accumulated a large a my rpc Hi re.

A little northward of tho town, upon a I igo of chalk
bltl (ft, called Iron Bunt:, they liavo erect'.*! estensive
earthworks, and tiro continuing further for l/lcat ions-
Th y have also bx-n engaged in putting up e:»rthwo. Us

a Utile below the town, near tho depot of the Mobile and
Ohio Hailr a and iiumeo i.itely on the bank o: the river.
Tli > i, ap or olumbus, which we publish, points out the
locality of these fortifications very distinctly, and also
show the position of the encamptnont". Tho high banks
of tho river offer great natural advantages of dofei.ee
agaiuH an attack by water; but it is not h> be presumed
that an attacking forcc will confine lu elf to movements on

tha river. A large force will probably be landed »b<m
Columb s, which will storm the battel ios la the rear
While the gunboats engage 'liem in front.
General jllow ha* been, and wcb"!levo still is, in com¬

mand of tho rebe's at thin point. Bnek of the intrench,
meats at tho lower end of the town is an encampment of
eight regime tits, and in the upper part, upon the summit
of the chalk bluff that stands at the water's odgo,
there aro s-omo fourteen regiments tncampe I. At laaht
this was tho frrce st it toned there soice we >kr, since; but
it boa doubtless been vory nuich augnt nted since then,
yit tl'ttt tiwo the troupe were allYrom T<;nn< ssce, witi tho

exception of one regiment from Louisiana, two ineio
MlfHiiupju unit ouc from Arkansas. 'J'he rugimciits, how¬
ever vuiro not numerically rt>oug, aod much snjl.ness
existed among tli-.m. Tlio nick arc neutrally wot .<>
Uewph.tf, the i timing nine iej-'c «>y railroad l«!ngniue
hours.

POHTS WKRMtT AND KANHtii.Ptl.
Tli>*r'i\i fiirtlll'vilioi nl'oity iniportono on the Missis¬

sippi rlvtr, of which we ha» any knowledge, on.. ronie

fl!\y nr sixty m >s ab"v< )*. I.- cn wh.tf &r» U<-..n
ir tli" First nii'l ;!ccond Otii'ikMBvr I'luA?. ihoy arc oina
ton mil' f apart , Wing pir 'idi tin JI.ilcli c riv.u'i
whirl. is ..vvl > i'r 'T^dl'-tanc !>} s.iutl ^wncn.
Fori Wright is tl more i <> 'i rly one. It has tea r >na
mom, I anJ tw > cop i;»vr. <>'. Twin' un.iUorj * «

utn' !«roii there.
F' rt B:ui',.ol,ili I' n ve.y r :v iv« fortificati «, is

hT.vllv urnicd, anil I* (I' lVluk ' byagarrison of >:«v«rtd
thouNrnd men Including t» Company of flying ertfltery.
It lf» built in terrace iur.hior, alon^ th- lr«!p h »f Urn
Second ihiclisuw lt'.uir, and loo!;" somewhat liko an

a .ti'-n amphitheatre, r is-in^r gradually to ISe s .nim't of
the bluff. It has throe Hers of works. The. mid i|v tier
ina labyrinthine «* irthwork, mounting very heavy fiaiis.

It ",tvr.;is about thirty t'e«t bove the water lovol. 'i'h^ie
are io ail twenty -two gnus mounted here. »!' winch lour
are si'it.i uwr (MMindi r? and eight thi'ty two
jwmn is. 'ili- y turn ou roctun ular platforms,
an! sx in to lie iu very good worfcirg or lor.
As a m hole, til;- f"rt is a perfoct maze

I of earthworks, epanlemetits, safety redoubtn and powder
I muga/iuos, the whole hi in r tli t result of ilfincrul Pillow1*

brilliant talents in engineering. 'I hey have airo n heavy
chain stretched across the river, desijnel to b.ing ves
»l1; to a dead stop in front of th'- hatt^rieg.

Alioiu the same time that Randolph. a miserable little
village, C'Ulri.iing only nocie twenty dilapidated frame
buildings, now i' 1 b> the soldi iry »a« occupied by

T tt s -e troops, two Aiknt.S8B regiments procecdori from
I.'Htc Ilock to Mound <iiy, tlve miles above Memphis, on
the opposite side, aud there commenced fortifications, as
also at list eria, oraB twenty live miles above Randolph.
Bat these latter have bain entirely abandoned, and the
battery banded over to General Price's command.

fOKT IlAtlR'O.
Fort liarris is situated <>n th< Tennessee side of the Mis-

Bi«sij»iii, ut a bend of the river, some ten miles abov#
Memphis. Tho accoinvmnying map illustrates its posl-
ti' n,«nd gives un Idea of Its form. The bend of tho river
is known to pilots as Paddy's Men arid Clil 'ken*. Tho
bank on which the fort stands i-i ODly some twelve or
fourteen fo< t high. The fort is in <sked t>y vary thlek and
hijh timber. On tho west aud north sides the limber has
been cut down, forming a powerful abatis. The revot-
nv-nt look" to be very Brm. soil and weeds constituting it*
material. 'I h" jiarapet Is ei6til (Set in height, the interior
slope being two and a half i>et. 'I his fort mounts eight

' thirty two po'iudors, besides some email mortars. The
embankment is s nie eighty feet from tbo river.

J KJtt'UIS AND ITS DMKKNCM.
Perhaps nogooiboru city lelt to a more pernicious and

blasting extent tho aeBlrnct ve service of secession than
did tlo , rofpctous city of .Memphis en the Mississippi,
s-he had been tho ocond ni««t imponnnt cotU n mart of
tho South. No io < than twelvo regu'ar packet and mail
lines, embracing over fort.- steamboats, brought trade to
har mere«ntll.' and m<hm'r|al cTaeses.and travellers to
her ho'ei" H p< ulat'o uvrhed the Individual en

t rj risirg element of the Sorth to an extent that told
advantageously on her prorperity and she bid fair to be-
r. nee, aud was fast becoming, the rival of .St. Louis. That
t all now n thing of the past. Flor commerce is at an
end her lnduFtry, except in branches connected with the
w:ir, Is utterly ruiaed; her Industrial classes aie either
d ivoc away Northward or absorbed iu tho rebel
aimy.in a word, her prosperity is brought to n<>ughf.

I he frenzy of hate and bloodthirstiness which h*n
sc.zed on the Southern mind is nowhsro more developed
nd manifested than at Memphis. Rights of property are

entlsely di- regarded. Tho prefs gang wis fo o rtragixi'is
.n Its operations as to call for the interference of the
Mayor, who could only promise protection to the vearori
of clean shirts. Goods are taken from the stores iu si>lte
of the v. if hoa of their owners, and Confederate bonds are

nil tho security thst merehauts receive. But woe to the

j traitor who should venturo to refuse this currency. And
01 this ruin, oatrage, violence and deso'ation have bojn
finghl opOO the OltllCN Of Muiphis IMMN tl "iy h*4


